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Rules of the game 

The webinar will be recorded and published on the 
data.europa academy

Please reserve 3 min after the webinar to help us improve 
by filling in our feedback form

For questions, please use the ClickMeeting chat 



Today's speakers

Carlijn de Smet
European Data Portal,

Publications Office of the EU

Solana Larsen
AI Literacy Lead at the 

Open Knowledge 
Foundation

Johanna Walker
Research and Teaching 
Fellow at King's College 

London

Patrick Collins
Principal Data Scientist 

at Pobal



Agenda

10.00 – 10.05 Opening and introduction – Carlijn de Smet 

10.05 – 10.20 Open Knowledge Foundation: global principles and open data reuse  – Solana Larsen 

10.20 – 10.45 Publishing rural open data in the EU – Johanna Walker

10.45 – 11.10 From Open Data to Deprivation Detection – Patrick Collins

11:10 – 11.30 Q&A session and closing remarks – Carlijn de Smet



Open Knowledge 
Foundation

Open Data Day
March 7-13, 2026

okfn.org
@okfn



Events registered

113

Open Data Day 
March 7-13, 2026

opendataday.org



The ‘open definition’ was first 
published in 2005 by Open 
Knowledge and is maintained by an 
Advisory Council.

Over the years—with a major update 
in 2015—it has become a standard 
for open database licensing 
worldwide. 

Defining
Open

since 2005

https://opendefinition.org/od/2.1/en/

https://opendefinition.org/od/2.1/en/


okfn.org
@okfn



Conversations about «open» have 
expanded in complexity.

There is a new generation of ideas 
and critiques around data 
extractivism, digital colonialism, 
economic, racial and gender 
violences, intersectional 
inequalities, climate justice, etc.

What does 
«open» mean 
today?



okfn.org
@okfn



okfn.org
@okfn

Join the 
conversation



A village is not a small city
are EU members publishing sufficient rural open 

data?
Johanna Walker, King's College London

DATA.EUROPA.EU

OPEN DATA DAY

2026

1 3 T H  M A R C H  2 0 2 6



Does one size (or initiative) fit all?

city

village



Rural vs urban populations



Are rural areas rich or poor?



Rural economic activities



How available is rural open data and how is this
changing over time?

Hypothesis 1: 
Countries with 
more rural 
populations are
publishing more 
rural data.



How available is rural open data and how is this
changing over time?

Hypothesis 2: 
EU Member States 
with more rural
populations are in 
earlier stages of 
open data maturity



How available is rural open data and how is this
changing over time?



How available is rural open data and how is this
changing over time?

Hypothesis 3: 
Countries with a 
higher percentage 
of their GDP 
derived from 
agriculture will 
publish more 
agricultural open 
data sets



NAODP! Greater focus on rural data

The Rural Observatory supports the knowledge 
production and aims at improving data collection and 
dissemination related to EU rural areas

GRANULAR: Screened datasets that are relevant to capture 

rural diversity and to create novel indicators for rural areas



Thank you

Johanna Walker

Johanna.walker@kcl.ac.uk

'Smart Rural: The Open Data Gap'

mailto:Johanna.walker@kcl.ac.uk


From Open Data to Deprivation Detection

The Pobal HP Deprivation index





Overview

GETTING 
THE DATA

MODELLING SHARING ANALYSING ENHANCING





Hierarchical 
Geographical 
Units

Local Authority (31)
Lowest statistical 

geography

80 -120 dwellings 

Local Electoral Area (166)
Electoral Division (3440) Small Area (18,919)





Deprivation Index conceptual design

Deprivation is of an absence – of essential or 

desirable attributes, possessions and opportunities 

which are considered no more than the minimum by 

that society.

(Coombes et al., 1995)



Deprivation Index conceptual design

Demographic Decline (predominantly rural)

• Population loss and the social and demographic effects of emigration 
(age dependency, low education of adult population)

Social Class Deprivation (equally rural and urban)

• Job types, education, housing quality

Labour Market Deprivation (predominantly urban)

• Unemployment, lone parents, low skills base



Pobal HP 
Deprivation
Index

Commissioned by 
Pobal every 5 years 
and constructed by 
Trutz Hasse and 
Jonathan Pratschke

A structural equation 
model using 
Confirmatory Factor 
Analysis.



Deprivation Index Distribution

Most 

Disadvantaged

Most 

Affluent



Deprivation Index Distribution

Most 

Disadvantaged

Most 

Affluent



The Pobal HP Deprivation Index



Urban Areas



Rural Areas



Releasing the data



Disability: Spatial Correlations



Disability: Spatial Correlations



Self Reported Health Correlations



Disability Correlations



Disadvantaged Community Detection

Application of Graph Theory

Deprivation of -10 and less



Bespoke Radial Model

Change from Small Area score 
to Bespoke area

Bespoke areas that uses 
distance-based boundaries 
and population density 

Remove arbitrary nature of 
human drawn boundaries 

Fairer deprivation 
representation



Deprivation is Part of the Allocation Model

Multiple parameters in an allocation model include deprivation 
ensure disadvantages areas are recognised.



The Open 
Data Loop

Open

Data



The Open 
Data Loop

Models

Open

Data

Geography



The Open 
Data Loop

Models

Analytics

Open

Data

Geography



The Open 
Data Loop

Insights through 
experimentation

Models

Analytics

Open

Data

Geography



What Open Data Has Enabled Us To Do?

• Provide data for 
mathematical models of 
area-based deprivation.

• Creates an unbiased, 
objective view of an area.

Helps us 

• Spot areas that need support

• Guide policy decisions

• See correlations with other 
independent variables

• Find patterns in the data



Come and Visit

Pobal.ie

& 
Maps.pobal.ie



Thank you



Q&A session

Carlijn de Smet
European Data Portal,

Publications Office of the EU

Solana Larsen
AI Literacy Lead at the 

Open Knowledge 
Foundation

Johanna Walker
Research and Teaching 
Fellow at King's College 

London

Patrick Collins
Principal Data Scientist 

at Pobal



Stay up-to-date on our 
2026 activities!



Register for our upcoming webinar!



Continue the discussion after the 
webinar!



Your opinion is 
important to us

55



Thank you!

56
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