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Abstract 
This report is the third in a series of annual studies and explores the level of Open Data Maturity in the 
EU28. The report reveals that governments across Europe have not only prioritised Open Data more 
strongly in 2017, but are actually engaging in a race to the top. The majority of the countries demonstrate 
a solid understanding of the impact of Open Data in paving the way for the data economy. 

The overall Open Data Maturity groups countries into different clusters: Beginners, Followers, Fast-
trackers and Trendsetters. The report shows that in 2017, the number of trendsetters in the EU28 has 
nearly doubled to 14 countries in comparison to only 8 EU countries in 2016. European countries have 
been assessed both in terms of Open Data Readiness, assessing the span of their Open Data policies, and 
in terms of Open Data portal maturity. Where in 2015 EU countries had only competed 44.2% of their 
Open Data journey in reaching full Open Data maturity, this number had increased to 58.7% in 2016 and 
again increased to 72.5% in 2017. 

The report concludes on a series of seven recommendations to guide decision makers and Open Data 
portal owners towards developing a sustainable vision for their Open Data transformation. A vision is 
needed to embed Open Data in a broader agenda for the digital transformation of the public sector as 
well as a solid strategy underpinning the development of the national data portal, as one of the 
components of the national data infrastructure.  

Separate dedicated sections are devoted to the EFTA countries: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and 
Switzerland as well as to the EU accession candidate countries: Albania, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey; 
as well as potential candidates Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), and Kosovo.  

 

Résumé 
Ce rapport est le trƻƛǎƛŝƳŜ ŘΩǳƴŜ ǎŞǊƛŜ ŘΩŞǘǳŘŜǎ annuelles et explore le niveau de maturité « Open Data » 
ŘŜǎ ну Ǉŀȅǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ¦9Φ [Ŝ ǊŀǇǇƻǊǘ ǊŞǾŝƭŜ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘŜǎ ŘƛŦŦŞǊŜƴǘǎ Ǉŀȅǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŞŜƴǎΣ ƴΩƻƴǘ Ǉŀǎ 
ǎŜǳƭŜƳŜƴǘ Ƴƛǎ ƭŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘŞ ǎǳǊ ƭΩƻǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǎ ŘƻƴƴŞŜǎ Ƴŀƛǎ ǎŜ ǊŜǘǊƻǳǾŜƴǘ ƭŜŀders en la matière. La 
ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘŞ ŘŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ŘŞƳƻƴǘǊŜ ŞƎŀƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŜ ōƻƴƴŜ ŎƻƳǇǊŞƘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŘŜ ƭΩƛƳǇŀŎǘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛŦ ŘŜ ƭΩhǇŜƴ 5ŀǘŀ Ŝƴ 
ǾǳŜ ŘŜ ŘŞǾŜƭƻǇǇŜƳŜƴǘ ŘΩǳƴŜ ŞŎƻƴƻƳƛŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ŘƻƴƴŞŜΦ  

La maturité « hǇŜƴ 5ŀǘŀη ŘŜǎ ŘƛŦŦŞǊŜƴǘǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ǎΩŞǘŀōƭƛǘ ǎǳǊ ǉǳŀǘǊŜ ƴƛǾŜŀǳȄ Υ ŘŞōǳǘŀƴt, suiveur, accélérateur 
Ŝǘ ǇǊŞŎǳǊǎŜǳǊΦ !Ŧƛƴ ŘΩŀǾƻƛǊ ǳƴŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŎƘŜ ƎƭƻōŀƭŜ ŘŜ ŎŜ ŘŜƎǊŞ ŘŜ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘŞΣ ŘŜǳȄ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǳǊǎ ŎƭŞǎ ǎƻƴǘ 
ǳǘƛƭƛǎŞǎΦ Lƭǎ ŎƻǳǾǊŜƴǘ Ł ƭŀ Ŧƻƛǎ ƭŀ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘŞ ŘŜǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛǉǳŜǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭŜǎ Ǿƛǎŀƴǘ Ł ǇǊƻƳƻǳǾƻƛǊ ƭΩƻǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǎ 
données publiques ainsi que les fonctions disponibles sur les portails nationaux. En 2017, le nombre de 
Ǉŀȅǎ Řƛǘ ǇǊŞŎǳǊǎŜǳǊǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǉǳŜ ŘƻǳōƭŞΣ Ǉŀǎǎŀƴǘ ŘŜ у Ǉŀȅǎ Ŝƴ нлмс Ł мп Ǉŀȅǎ Ŝƴ нлмтΦ !ƭƻǊǎ ǉǳΩŜƴ нлмрΣ 
ƭΩ¦9ну ƴΩŀǾŀƛǘ ǊŞŀƭƛǎŞ ǉǳŜ ппΣн҈ Řǳ ŎƘŜƳƛƴ ǾŜǊǎ ƭΩƻǳǾŜǊǘǳǊŜ ŘŜǎ ŘƻƴƴŞŜǎΣ ce chiffe avait augmenté à 58,7% 
en 2016 et atteint désormais 72,5% en 2017.  

Comme lors des éditions précédentes, une série de recommandations a été formulée. Il est désormais 
ǘŜƳǇǎ ǇƻǳǊ ƭŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ŘΩƛƴǘŞƎǊŜǊ ǇƭŜƛƴŜƳŜƴǘ ƭΩhǇŜƴ 5ŀǘŀ Řŀƴǎ ƭŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Řƛgitale du secteur public, 
de poursuivre le développement des portails nationaux, tout en bâtissant une réelle infrastructure des 
données publiques.  

¦ƴŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜ Řǳ ǊŀǇǇƻǊǘ ŞǾŀƭǳŜ ŞƎŀƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ŘŜ ƭΩ!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŜǳǊƻǇŞŜƴƴŜ ŘŜ ƭƛōǊŜ-échange (AELE), 
dénommŞǎ ¦9нуҌΣ ŀƛƴǎƛ ǉǳŜ ƭŜǎ Ǉŀȅǎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘ Ł ƭΩŜƴǘǊŞŜ Řŀƴǎ ƭΩ¦ƴƛƻƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŞŜƴƴŜ : Albanie, Ancienne 
République yougoslave de Macédoine, Monténégro, Serbie et Turquie; ainsi que les deux candidats 
potentiels que sont la Bosnie-Herzégovine et le Kosovo.   
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Executive Summary  
 

With the vision of a European data economy becoming a tangible reality by the day, the salience of Open 
Data is once again reinforced. With both humans and smart devices producing exuberant amounts of data 
that now reach the volume of petabytes, governments worldwide are seeking answers to the questions 
of how these ς a decade ago still unimaginable ς volumes of data can best be used, to benefit citizens, 
organisations, economies and societies as a whole. A first answer would be to open up available data and 
make it accessible to everybody, in particular to the developer communities across the globe. A second 
answer would be to alleviate the existing barriers that prevent data mobility across country borders ς thus 
enabling a free flow of data.  

More and more efforts are made at both national and European level to unleash this potential and enable 
a flourishing data economy in Europe. Taking away obstacles to data mobility is expected to generate an 
additional growth of up to 4% GDP by 2020. In this constellation, Open Data plays a significant part with 
a total market value estimated at 325 billion EUR by 2020, with 30.000 new jobs created for the Open 
Data sector and a cost saving estimation of 1.705 million EUR that national governments of the EU28+ can 
reach in 2020. This potential is indeed tremendous. However, in order to harness it, Europe needs to 
continue its concerted Open Data efforts. To reach the potential of 325 bn. EUR by 2020, it has been 
estimated that the percentage of EU28+ countries that can be ranked as Open Data trendsetters would 
need to increase from 31% in 2015 to 88% in 2020.  

The present Open Data landscaping will provide evidence of the significant progress that Europe has made 
in the past year and will show that Europe is on the right track to achieving this goal by 2020. In 2017, the 
number of trendsetters in the EU28+ has more than doubled compared to the 2016 measurement (22%) 
and reaches 47%. For the EU28 50% can be considered a trendsetter. It seems that European countries 
have started racing each other to the top, with the highest distribution being now in the cluster 
ΨtrendsetterǎΩ ς an encouraging observation that highlights the considerable progress that Europe has 
made in the past year. The majority of the 28 EU countries are situated in the upper right quadrant, with 
eight Member States qualifying as fast-trackers and 14 as trendsetters. Only 6 EU Member States register 
lower scores in terms of both Open Data Readiness and Portal Maturity and qualify ƻƴƭȅ ŀǎ ΨŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΩ ƛƴ 
2017. Whereas the number of fast-trackers remains the same in 2017 compared to 2016 (at 25%), there 
is some visible progress, with a reduction of the number of followers as well as beginners. Even more 
encouraging, none of the EU Member States can still be considered an Open Data beginner in 2017.  

The results show that governments across Europe have not only prioritised Open Data more strongly in 
2017, but they are actually engaging in a race to the top. The increase in the share of Open Data 
trendsetters, as well as the significant progress made by individual Member States both in terms of their 
Open Data Readiness and Portal Maturity offer evidence to underline this argument. Furthermore, it 
appears that the speed of progress varies quite heavily, with some countries having made genuine frog-
leaps in their maturity journey whereas others show a more moderate but nevertheless constant 
progress. This development is seen beyond the EU borders as well, with positive developments made by 
the EFTA countries as well as encouraging signs from the EU accession countries, showing that Open Data 
has been placed higher on the national political agendas.  
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On the Open Data Readiness dimension, 
countries have made significant progress 
with an EU average that has increased by 
15 percentage points (pp) to reach 72% in 
2017. Compared to the previous year, 
progress can be observed on all three sub-
indicators. EU countries appear most 
mature with regards to the sub-indicator 
on Open Data policy, increasing by 15pp 
to 82% in 2017; including a visible boost 
across the EU28 in terms of the degree of 
national coordination witnessing a 
spectacular increase of 35pp to reach 87% 
in 2017. This is followed by a 16pp 
increase in terms of Use of Data to 67% in 
2017. These results gain further 
significance when balanced against the 
first measurement of 2015, where the EU28 were experiencing a degree of Open Data Readiness maturity 
of only 47%. 
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Similar results were captured by the 
Portal Maturity dimension, where the 
degree of maturity now reaches 76% in 
2017 - a 10pp increase compared to 
2016 and a genuine frog-leap from a 
32% maturity level in 2015. On this 
indicator, the most prominent 
development was made on the sub-
indicator spread of data (+10pp 
compared to 2016), the best scoring 
sub-indicator across the board with a 
score of 90%. The re-usability of data 
follows in terms of progress, now 
reaching 77% ς an increase of +15pp 
compared to 2016.  

 

Portal usability remains a concern for EU28 in 2017 with a moderate score of only 68% and an increase of 
only 3pp compared to 2016. This appears to be a neglected area for portal owners across Europe, a less 
optimistic observation given the important part that this aspect plays in boosting Open Data re-use, with 
national portals being the main point of contact between developers and the data available across the 
entire country.  

In terms of the impact of Open Data across Europe, the same lines of growth can be observed in 2017, 
with a EU28 average that has jumped to 54% in 2017 from 44% in 2016, starting at an initial score of 31% 
in 2015 ς an increase of 10-13pp per year. When breaking down these averages, the impact on the political 
level is the highest with 57%, followed by the economic impact (54%) and the societal impact (49%). 
Compared to the previous measurement of 2016, the political and social impact have both been on a 
growth path with increases of 11pp and 21pp respectively ς an impressive boost on the impact on the 
social level. The economic impact has registered only a slight increase from 51% in 2016, mainly due to 
the lack of current studies to assess the impact of Open Data on both macro and micro levels in the past 
two years.   

Overall, the best performing countries in 2017 can be characterised by their drive in implementing their 
Open Data policies, developing additional portal features as well as understanding and documenting Open 
Data impact. This has led in turn to a virtuous circle boosting both availability and reuse of Public Sector 
Information. Building on successful national approaches, there are visible signs that regions and cities are 
equally eagerly picking up pace in reaping the benefits of Open Data. 

The report concludes on a series of seven recommendations to guide decision makers and Open Data 
portal owners towards developing a more sustainable vision for their Open Data transformation:  

 Enhance your data portal by developing a comprehensive strategy for your Open Data Portal and 
embedding it into your data strategy 

 Sustain funding of Open Data activities by employing vetted financing models as well as by 
demonstrating the impact of Open Data in order to secure long term support 

 Document impact by gathering further proof of impact, in particular at company level, in order to 
rally further support 
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 Interact with your users by getting to know them better, enhancing interaction and feedback 
mechanisms 

 Drive digital transformation within public administration by using Open Data and Public Sector 
Information  

 Explore privately held data by leveraging the use of privately held data of public interest to 
increase efficiency and value of data and data driven services and products 

 Offer real time data by becoming a one stop shop for data offering information about real time 
data and access to it  

 

Offering access to increasing amounts of Public Sector Information, real-time data, as well as privately 
held data of public interest reiterates the need for:  

 A vision to embed Open Data in a broader agenda for the digital transformation of the public 
sector 

 A solid strategy underpinning the development of the national data portal, as one of the 
components of the national data infrastructure.  
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1. Introduction  
 

The various applications of Open Data in a broad range of fields as well as the positive impact that such 
use cases have had in these areas, has made the enormous potential of Open Data beyond dispute. When 
used to its fullest extent, Open Data can yield benefits for citizens, society and government as well as the 
broader economy ς at both macro and micro levels. From health, food security, environment and resource 
efficiency to energy, intelligent transport systems and smart cities, Open Data has underlined this 
potential via numerous applications, products and services developed on freely accessible data, and has 
therefore come to be ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ Ƨƻō ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘŀƭ 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέ1.  

Various studies have been conducted that underline the arguments concerning the strong benefits that 
data and in particular Open Data has for the political, economic and societal development of countries. 
An important contribution in this regard is being made by the European Data Portal and its series of 
studies to further quantify the value of Open Data. An example thereof is the study on the economic 
impact conducted by the European Data Portal in 20152 that estimated a value of 75.7 billion EUR in 
market size for Open Data in 2020, with a significant increase by approximately 37% between 2016 and 
2020. In terms of the benefits that Open Data can have in achieving efficiency gains in the public sector, 
Open Data can help governments become transparent and at the same time increase accountability of 
governmental bodies by providing the evidence that public money is being well spent and policies are 
being implemented. Based on the forecasted EU28+ GDP for 2020, whilst taking into account the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎt savings per country were estimated to 
reach 1.7 bn. EUR in 2020 for the EU28+. In addition, the same study has also shown that the public 
administration is by far the sector to gain most from opening up data, being the first re-user of its own 
data.  

In order to help governments across Europe reap these benefits, an Open Data Maturity assessment 
exercise has been set up at EU level. Since 2015, the European Data Portal has been monitoring the 
development of national Open Data policies and Open Data portals throughout Europe and has provided 
an assessment of the Open Data maturity level across the EU Member States as well as Liechtenstein,  
Norway and Switzerland ς referred to as the EU28+ on an annual basis, including Iceland since 2017.  

With this Open Data landscaping, both the European Commission and the Member States are provided 
with a powerful benchmarking and learning tool. The assessment measures the presence of an Open Data 
policy, the use of data and the political, social and economic impact of Open Data within European 
countries. By doing so, the benchmark presents the different maturity levels across Europe, and 
showcases best practices and barriers; it offers Member States an opportunity to compare their progress 
over time as well as compare themselves to similar countries. In this sense, the Open Data maturity 
assessment ǇŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ΨƴǳŘƎŜǎΩ 
for further progress. For Member States, the landscaping acts as a vehicle for learning and comparison. 
Member StatŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ΨǊŜ-ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŜŜƭΩ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƴƎΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ 
and adopting where applicable a peer solution can be very efficient and effective. This is the so-called 
bench-learning purpose of the exercise: it enables countries to compare their development with other 

                                                           
1 European Commission (2017). Building a European Data economy 
2 European Data portal (2016). Creating Value through Open Data 

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/building-european-data-economy
https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_creating_value_through_open_data_0.pdf
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countries, understand their strengths and challenges, as well as weigh in various options on how to move 
forward. 

For the scope of this report, the following working definition for Open Data was chosen, based on the 
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ hǇŜƴ 5ŀǘŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ hǇŜƴ 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΥ άhǇŜƴ (Government) Data refers to 
the information collected, produced or paid for by public bodies and can be freely used, modified, and 
shared by anyone for ŀƴȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜέΦ3 This definition is also referred to as Public Sector Information (PSI).  

With regard to its relevance, the report is grounded in the strong legal framework established by the 
Directive 2003/98/EC4 ς also known as the Directive on the Re-use of Public Sector Information or the PSI 
Directive. The Directive entered into force on 31 December 2003 and is part of the more comprehensive 
framework of legislative measures that ensure the publication and dissemination of information collected 
by public bodies across the EU. The Directive sets out the legal framework for a European market that is 
based on the access and re-use of Public Sector Information. It aims at fostering the internal market in 
particular by enabling the conditions for development of cross-border services, based on the re-use of 
Public Sector Information. At the same time it targets transparency and a fair competition within the 
internal market. The PSI Directive of 2003 was revised by Directive 2013/37/EU5 of 26 June 2013 and 
expands the scope of the previous Directive and addresses written texts, databases, audio files and film 
fragments, but does not cover content from the educational, scientific, and broadcasting sectors.  

The Open Data Maturity methodology is based on two key indicators: Open Data Readiness and Portal 
Maturity. Open Data Readiness assesses to what extent countries have an Open Data policy in place, 
licensing norms and the extent of national coordination regarding guidelines and setting common 
approaches. The impact of Open Data is also a sub indicator of Open Data Readiness. Portal Maturity 
assesses the usability of the portal regarding the availability of functionalities, the overall re-usability of 
data such as machine readability and accessibility of datasets, for example, as well as the spread of data 
across domains.  

The data collection is two-fold. Firstly it is based on a questionnaire completed by national bodies 
responsible for the implementation of Open Data policies and related portals. In order to accommodate 
the developments in this field as well as to embed the feedback received from Member States, a yearly 
update of the methodology is performed to ensure an accurate measurement of the level of Open Data 
maturity across Europe. Secondly, desk research and portal analyses are conducted by the European Data 
Portal team. In 2016, several questions had been added to measure the activities that had taken place in 
the past year, in particular with regard to increasing the uptake of data supply. In 2017, a pilot chapter 
was introduced, with questions related to the metadata standard DCAT-AP6. This highlights the increasing 
emphasis on the qualitative aspects involving the published datasets. In addition, further questions have 
been added to better measure the level of digitisation of the portals and of the harvesting of (meta)data 
of local and regional portals as opposed to manual labour. Furthermore, to decrease the disadvantaged 
position of small countries a Ψnot applicableΩ answer option has been introduced  to better address the 
situation of smaller countries where due to a less complex governmental structure (few or no regions and 
a small population size) there is no need for local Open Data portals. A detailed illustration of the two 
indicators and the method update undertaken in 2017 are presented in Annex III.  

                                                           
3 Open Data Definition 
4Directive 2003/98/EC of 17 November 2003 on the re-use of Public Sector Information  
5 Directive 2013/37/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013 amending Directive 2003/98/EC on the 
re-use of Public Sector Information  

6 More information on DCAT-AP on the EC JoinUp Platform 

http://opendefinition.org/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2003:345:0090:0096:en:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:02003L0098-20130717
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX:02003L0098-20130717
https://joinup.ec.europa.eu/asset/dcat_application_profile/description
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In addition to the present report, country factsheets depicting the specific situation of each country were 
drafted. Country factsheets contain further information with regard to the impact, best practices and main 
barriers faced for further publication of data and its re-use. The links to the EU28+ country factsheets are 
provided in Annex I. 

 

The 2017 edition of the Open Data Maturity report is structured as follows:   

 Chapters 2 and 3 provide a detailed assessment of the state of play on Open Data Readiness and 
respectively Portal Maturity in the EU Member States and look at the progress the EU28 has made 
since the first measurement of 2015.  

 Chapter 4 takes a closer look at the country progress and presents the 2017 Open Data 
trendsetters, fast-trackers, followers and beginners across Europe. It also explores the Open Data 
developments beyond the European UnioƴΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ōȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ that both EFTA 
countries and the EU accession candidate countries have made in this field. Special attention is 
given to the key success factors for the excellent evolution that several EU28 countries have made 
and extracts deeper insight into the relationship between the different indicators.   

 Chapter 5 takes on a reflective perspective and dives deeper into the barriers that still need to be 
overcome in the Open Data maturity journeys across Europe and offers a reflection on the 
sustainability of Open Data.  

 Chapter 6 presents a set of recommendations for the Member States, whereas   

 Chapter 7 offers several concluding remarks to the current study. 
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2. Open Data Readiness 
 

The first dimension -- Open Data Readiness -- assesses the extent to which countries have an Open Data 
policy in place, if their licensing norms comply with the requirements in order to be called Open Data and 
to what extent there is a coordination on Open Data policies between national and regional/local 
governmental levels (e.g. coordination in terms of providing guidelines, common approaches, etc.). In 
addition to measuring the presence of an Open Data policy, this indicator also examines to what extent 
Open Data is used, and how Open Data impacts society from a political, social and economic perspective.  

This chapter examines the current state of play across the EU28 with respect to the first indicator ς Open 
Data Readiness. Each subsection will provide country specific examples to further illustrate best practices 
as well as the different approaches taken by the different countries. As mentioned in the introduction, 
whereas the 2015 and 2016 exercises focused on the EU28+, this year the measurement will focus on the 
EU28. The chapter will conclude with an overview of the progress made by countries so far (compared to 
the 2016 and 2015 measurements). 

 

2.1. Open Data policies  
The first indicator on the dimension Open Data Readiness focuses on the maturity of Open Data policies. 
This indicator is further divided into three sub-indicators, focusing on the presence of Open Data policies, 
national coordination and licensing norms.  

2.1.1. Presence of Open Data policies 
The sub-ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ΨtǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ hǇŜƴ 5ŀǘŀ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΩ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ hǇŜƴ 
Data and to what extent national Open Data policies have been integrated. When looking at the EU28 in 
2017, 27 out of 28 EU countries (96%) have a dedicated Open Data policy, representing a 7 percentage 
points (henceforth pp.) increase compared to 2016, when only 25 EU countries (89%) had a dedicated 
Open Data policy. With more countries having an Open Data policy in place, the EU28 show a stronger 
commitment to move forward with Open Data, for example by providing resources for the development 
of Open Data.  

 


















































































































































































































